
Frank Adlington-Stringer 

Green Party Campaigner for Wingerworth and Shirland 

06/12/21 

 

 

I am writing to you today with grave concerns. Concerns about our precious and fragile local democracy and your  

reckless attitude towards it.  

Just last week Derbyshire County Council, of which you are the leader, excluded opposition members, including the 

Green Party’s Gez Kinsella, from voting on a crucial motion relating to Care Homes in Derbyshire. In a last-minute 

email at 4.55pm on Friday 3rd December 2021 opposition members were shocked to discover that they would be 

unable to take part in the vote or discussion on Monday 6th December 2021. The actions taken by your council to 

silence the voices of local representatives clearly undermines our democracy and removes any remaining credibility 

your council had. This breach of trust has hurt our communities and asks questions as to how we move forward. 

Last week’s event was not the first of its kind however. You and your fellow Conservative County Councillors have 

created a toxic culture of misinformation that has undermined our democracy. You have blocked me and other so-

called ‘rancid members of left-wing’ (by which I assume you meant anyone who dare dissent) on Twitter; you have 

created social media pages which appear to be community groups (i.e. your ‘Wingerworth and Shirland’ Facebook 

page) but are in fact personal political blogs; refused to declare a climate emergency on multiple occasions but have 

manipulated language to make it appear as if you have; deployed fudged numbers in order to create the false 

impression that the County Council will be net-zero; and the list goes on… 

These blatant attempts to confuse and manipulate residents are harmful to our community and they pose a direct 

threat to our democracy. But I think that you already know that. 

I hope that you will take the time to think long and hard about your actions over the last few years and come to the 

conclusion that you and your council must move forward in a more positive way. That would begin with righting the 

wrongs caused by blocking opposition members from the key Care Homes vote. It would be prudent for you to 

develop a clear pro-democracy strategy, review your means and methods of communication and outline the areas in 

need of vast improvement. 

Your actions are remarkably similar to those of our national government, and that is no compliment. 

I await your response an hope that you take my remarks on board. 

Yours, 
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