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We are working for the local community
News from the Green Party        Winter 2016

Babington battle 
is worth fighting

Amber Valley Greens

Where will they put extra homes? 

It’s a fact BABINGTON Hospital in 
Belper has been earmarked 
for closure by NHS Southern 
Derbyshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group. 
The hospital on Derby Road offers 
a wide range range of services 
from childcare to blood testing.
Its unique features are 16 beds 
and a specialist team caring for 
patients in need of rehabilitation. 
It may well be that these services 
are planned for distribution among 
local GP practices or private care 
homes. 
The Green Party believe that such 
a hospital is an essential resource 
for any community and we are 
part of the campaign to preserve 
resources, whether on the same 
site or in a modern development.

AMBER Valley Borough Council 
has been forced to postpone 
a hearing into its housing 
strategy at the 11th hour.
The plans, which included homes 
on Derwent Street and the 
Thornton’s factory site, in Belper, 
were due to be examined in 
December. 
Council chiefs cancelled the 
session because they could 

no longer promise to build the 
number of homes required.
They admitted in a letter to the 
inspector that due to changes in 
the circumstances of landowners 
they would be 80 homes short of 
the required 5,052 they needed to 
build in the next five years.
More public consultation is now 
expected to take place as they 
search for extra sites.

n  The Green Party believes 
the politics of the future doesn't 
have to look like the politics of 
the past.

n We aim to create a just, 
equitable and sustainable 
society with an economy which 
works for all.

n Our members come from all 
walks of life; most of them are 
not professional politicians but 
each of them can have a voice 
in how our policies are written.

n  We want decent homes 
which means secure, 
affordable housing.
 
n We fight for a safe climate 
and fossil free, affordable 
energy.

n Better transport is vital and 
we want to ensure public 
transport is public.

n Education should be free 
and we back the calls for no 
tuition fees.

Your Green Party candidate Sue 
MacFarlane is backing calls for 
NHS services to stay local.

The NHS is consulting the public 
on the proposals and there is a 
survey you can complete at:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
JUCBelperPE
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Send in a request if 
you want grit bins

Bombing is 
not the answer

Sue monitors 
town council

AT the request of 
residents Sue MacFarlane, 
prospective Green Party 
candidate for Belper North 
has asked the town council 
how we could provide more 
grit bins in the ward. 
Sue said, “People on steep 
roads such as Bridge Hill, 
Charnwood Avenue, Spring 
Close and Pinewood Close 
replied to my survey earlier this 
year saying we needed more grit 
bins and I agree. 
“By gritting roads we are not 
only reducing falls, but helping to 
prevent social isolation  – there 
are many people who will not 
leave their homes at this time of 
year for fear of slipping.”
The council has told Sue that 
it is the county council which 
is responsible for gritting but 

that if a householder, with the 
agreement of residents on either 
side put a request in writing, it 
will be considered at the next 
appropriate council meeting.
If there are any issues you want 
Sue to take up on your behalf 
you can contact her via the 
details below and she will do her 
best to sort them out.

Please get in touch if you would like your Green 
Party campaigners to take up any issues on your 
behalf. We will do our best to help you.

Email: contact@midderbyshire.
greenparty.org.uk

Telephone: Sue on 01773 423758

Post: Amber Valley Greens,  
10 Northfield, Kilburn,  
Belper, DE56 0LW

We would also like to 
hear from you if you:- 
n would like to join

n want more 
information 

n can help to deliver 
our newsletters

How to contact Amber Valley Greens

YOUR prospective candidate for 
Belper North Sue MacFarlane 
joined protests against the 
bombing in Syria and is 
continuing to oppose the action. 
She said: “Green MP Caroline 
Lucas was one of those who voted 
against the action saying: ‘Resorting 
to bombs and bullets comes at a 
high price to those caught up in 
conflicts abroad and, all too often, 
to the future security of people 
across the world’ and I agree with 
her judgement. We must make sure 
more attention is paid to the causes 
of war.”

THE Green Party is determined 
that the councillors elected at the 
last election are held to account 
and that decisions made on our 
behalf are monitored.
Your Belper North Ward candidate 
Sue MacFarlane attends as many 
meetings as possible and is happy 
to raise issues on your behalf in the 
public session. Contact her via the 
details on the right if you want her 
help.

Join us at party to celebrate
IF you want to find out more 
about  us – your local group – 
then contact us via the details 
below.
We hold a Green Forum once 
a month and the next meetings 
are planned for March 2 and 
April 6 at the Queen’s Head pub 
in Chesterfield Road, Belper. 
Check facebook for updates 

nearer the time. We are holding 
a social event in the top room of 
the Queen’s Head on March 11 
to celebrate officially becoming 
Amber Valley Green Party. 
It will be a great chance to meet 
us for a chat and learn more 
about the group. There will be 
live music and we will be there 
from 7.30pm.


