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We are working for the local community

The fracking issue
FACTfile
n Fracking is the colloquial
name used for Hydraulic
Fracturing.
n Exploration requires the
drilling of small numbers of
wells to obtain core samples
of the target rock formation.
n Fracking sees deep
holes bored into the ground
and a blend of chemicals,
water and sand injected at
high pressure to split shale
rock to release natural gas,
which can then be burned to
produce electricity.
n It became controversial in
the UK after one firm set off
minor earth tremors when
it started using the method
near Blackpool.
n Fracking requires tens
of millions of litres of fluid
– much of what goes down
the well comes back up as
“produced water” containing
a mixture of organic
hydrocarbons, and naturally
occurring radioactive
material. In many locations
where the facilities don’t exist
on site, the water has to be
trucked away to be cleaned.
n Horizontal drilling means
companies can extract oil
and gas from locations that
were once inaccessible, and
these may be built-up areas.

TEST drilling to see if
controversial fracking
for gas is possible in
Derbyshire could take
place as early as next
year, one of the world’s
leading chemical
companies has said.

The comments from Ineos
came after the government
announced it would hand
out a fresh round of licences
giving exclusive rights for gas
and other fuel exploration in
27 areas across the country.
Two of the 10km by 10km
squares of land affected are in
Derbyshire.
One, where the licence will
be held by Ineos for five
years, includes parts of
Amber Valley, such as the
countryside around Ironville,
Riddings and Somercotes.
It is somewhere in that square
where the firm says testdrilling could start in 2016 or
2017 with the possibility of
“early stages of producing
commercial gas by the end of
the decade”.
The licence for the other

Sue MacFarlane (right) Amber Valley’s Green Party candidate with the
party leader Natalie Bennett at the protest against fracking in Preston,
Lancashire.

area, including land between
Derby and Long Eaton, will
go to Warwick Energy. That
company has said test drilling
could start there in 2019.
Both firms have said they
would need to do aboveground investigations before
deciding whether to drill at all.
Any application to drill
would have to be made to
Derbyshire County Council

which has said it will “evaluate
them rigorously and seek the
views of potentially affected
communities”.
The county council said that
it had not, as yet, received
any applications to frack in
Derbyshire.
n This article was first
published by the Derby
Telegraph.

Fears raised at Derby public meeting

THE Derby Climate Coalition
and Derby 38 Degrees staged
a public meeting in the city to
discuss the fracking issue in
September.
The Green Party was well
represented at the meeting at
St Peter’s Church, Derby, and
Sue MacFarlane, of Amber
Valley Greens spoke of her
disappointment that the fracking
moratorium was not in place

which meant that we now need
to campaign to stop fracking in
Derbyshire. The Green Party
is the only party to consistently
oppose fracking.
One of the important messages to
come out of the meeting was that
all those who were concerned
needed to make sure their views
were heard and they were urged
to contact their MPs. Sue pointed
out it was also vital that Green

Party members were elected to
local authorities so they could
influence decisions.
The next Steering Group meeting
is on October 13 at 6pm at Derby
Council House.
To find out more about fracking
and what is being done by those
opposed to it you can go to frackoff.org.uk and to derbyclimate.
org.uk
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Amber Valley candidate
joins protest at Preston
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Renewable
energy is the
way forward

GREENS think differently
about the future of energy. The
cornerstone of our policy is to cut
waste and switch to renewable
energy. Our aim is to deliver
the energy that people need
at a price that they can afford.
We want to do that by providing
a local, safe and reliable
renewables sector that puts
money back into local people’s
pockets in salaries and by
reducing energy imports.
An important part of the drive
to affordable energy is to foster
community owned generating
systems. For instance the Four
Winds Energy Co-operative
has built a wind turbine at
Duckmanton in Derbyshire
(above) with the full backing of
Chesterfield Borough Council.
Most of the necessary investment
was raised locally, through a
share offer, enabling people
to invest in their local energy
infrastructure, keeping money in
the local economy. It was put into
operation in December and
has already produced one million
Kilowatt hours.
It is also important to cut waste
and through a programme of
home insulation, we can create
jobs, slash fuel poverty, and
drastically reduce the amount of
energy we need to produce.
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DURING the run up to
Lancashire County Council
making their decision about
fracking, I felt moved to
go personally to give my
support to the people who
were opposing it, says
Amber Valley’s Green
Party candidate Sue
MacFarlane.
I went over to Preston and
stood with them whilst
they protested against the
possibility of fracking in the
county.
There was a great Green
Party presence, and Natalie
Bennett also came along to
lend her support and talk to
the protesters.
Eventually, the council
rejected the planning
application by shale gas
explorer Cuadrilla.
If they appeal I would have
no hesitation in going back to
support the protesters again.
On my way back from the
protest, I drove into the
village of Little Plumpton on
the Fylde, where the fracking
was being considered. It was
a beautiful little place, which

would have been totally spoilt
by allowing fracking to go
ahead there. My thoughts
were that fracking should
definitely not happen there –
or anywhere else. Now that
another round of licences
have been granted for oil and
gas exploration, the problem
has come nearer to home. A
licence has been granted for a
site near Ripley, and there are
others covering large areas
of Yorkshire, the North West,
and the East Midlands.
The Conservative government
is determined to push for
fracking at any cost. In
January of this year, there

was a vote in parliament for
a temporary ban on fracking.
Fifty-two MPs voted in favour
of a fracking ban, but 308
voted against the ban. Most
Labour MP’s abstained – this
means that they didn’t vote
against fracking. Caroline
Lucas, Green Party MP for
Brighton Pavilion voted for the
ban.
Now is the time to have Green
Party representatives at every
level of government. Now is
the time to vote Green – and
ensure that the people who
represent you are not going to
support planning applications
for fracking in Derbyshire.

National members’ newsletter
packed with campaign and
activity updates, plus invitations
to local, regional and national
events and meetings.
We don’t get donations from
big corporations and unions like
other political parties – we rely on
our members and supporters for
funding.
Every extra pound you can give
as an additional donation over our
standard membership rates will
help us elect more Green voices
around the country.

If you want to find out more
about us – your local group –
then contact us via the details
below and we will let you know
when our next meeting is being
planned.
We usually meet twice a month
and one of those is often a public
meeting in a different town or
village so more people can get a
chance to come along.
We are a friendly, relaxed group
which has grown considerably in
the last few months but we would
still love to welcome more of you.

Interested? Then come and join us
BECOME a Green Party member
today and you’ll be joining a
community of people dedicated to
creating social and environmental
change.
The Green Party is uniquely led
by its members who set policy,
control our constitution and
participate at all levels of the
party.
If you join you’ll benefit from four
editions a year of Green World
magazine, featuring news, views
and special features, access to
our Members’ Website and our

How to contact Amber Valley Greens
Please get in touch if you would like your Green Party campaigners
to take up any issues on your behalf. We will do our best to help you.
We would also like to hear
from you if you:-

Email: contact@midderbyshire.
greenparty.org.uk

n would like to join
n want more information
n can deliver our newsletters

Telephone: Sue on 01773 423758
Post: Amber Valley Greens, 10
Northfield, Kilburn, Belper,
DE56 0LW

