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We can shake up Derby City Council!
On 5th May 2016, the elections for Derby City Council will take
place. The Green Party in Derby is in a better place than ever

before. Our membership has soared and as a result, we are now
standing a record number of candidates. We will have 7
candidates across the city, a big improvement to last year’s 3

candidates.

One Green Councillor can shake up Derby City Council. We will ask

tough questions and work hard with the local community,
regardless of their political preferences. In other cities Green
Councillors have achieved many positive things for their cities. In

Derby we can do the same.

We recognise the current situation is difficult due to government
cuts, but we want to work with local people to find better
solutions for the problems facing Derby and building a better city.

Vote Green on 5th May to shake up Derby City Council!
Marten Kats
Chair Derbyshire Green Party
Candidate Darley Ward

Listening
We want to listen to all people in the city and in the wards
where we get elected, regardless of which party people
voted for. We don’t want to play party-politics, but will work
hard for the local residents with anyone where we share
common ground with. The Green Party doesn’t whip its
elected members, so any Councillors are free to vote based
on what they see as best for the people they represent.
• Listening to local people and helping them get their voices
heard
• Holding local surgeries in all parts of the wards to give
people the chance to voice concerns
• Working with various local organisations and see where we
can find common ground
• Don’t play party politics: work with everyone on local
issues we agree on; judge plans/motions on its merits, not
on its proposer
• Don’t blame everything on government cuts, but take our
own responsibility as a council as well
• Decisions made at local levels, with proper consultations
and communication with residents
• Making the council more transparent by being open for
questioning by the local press
• Calling decision-makers to account to the people they
serve; online broadcasting of council meetings
• No regional mayor without a referendum

Caring
Many care services are being cut and privatised. The Green
Party opposes this and works tirelessly on a national level to

fight this. We stand up for carers & workers, including junior
doctors. On a local level we plan to continue this fight.

• Better care, centred on people – an end to privatisation
and zero hours contracts, prefer public providers of care
• Better funding to dementia care, mental health and
disability support
• Support for junior doctors and NHS workers
• Work with Derby hospital to find solutions for parking
problems & charges

Safety & community
We recognise that action needs to be taken on safety in
Derby. We also realise that if services for certain groups are

being cut, the chance that people from those groups engage
in anti-social behaviour and criminal activity will grow. Other
cities have shown positive effects of cross-community and

inter-faith initiatives, creating a better understanding. We
will support such initiatives and encourage them further.

• Real action on air quality and road safety
• City CCTV to be used better with police and city centre
organisations
• Better action on anti-social behaviour by working with
communities and support organisations
• Re-instate neighbourhood meetings in all wards with police
presence so people can ask questions
• Protecting minority groups, take firm action against
racism/discrimination by ensuring appropriate support and
action
• Encourage inter-faith and cross-community initiatives

Jobs
The Green Party believes that the best way to protect local
jobs is to work with local small and medium sized

businesses, rather than big multi-nationals. We want to
support local businesses and prefer their services over large
non-local businesses where possible.
• Investing in new jobs in improved public transport,
renewable energy and energy-saving measures for homes
and businesses
• Supporting local businesses making a living in the local
economy; no more big private contracts
• Promoting a living wage of £10 an hour by 2020
• Support for low-income households

Transport
Public Transport in Derby has been fragmented across
different providers, all using their own tickets and systems.

Tickets are often expensive and routes are often not well
connected to each other. Parking and cycling need
improvements. On all these issues we will work with local

authorities where necessary, including cross-border bus
routes and roads.

• Better regulation of bus fares and routes
• Work with bus companies and other local authorities on
more integrated tickets to be used with different providers
• More 20mph zones in residential areas to improve safety
and air quality
• Investment in attractive routes for walking and cycling
• Work with residents on parking issues, consult them on
possible parking permit schemes
• Improve park & ride schemes, which can reduce traffic
going into the city centre
• Work with cyclists, motorists and bus users along with any
formal groups or organisations representing them to
ensure they are able to influence policy, highways and
public realm projects

Housing
In Derby there is a shortage of affordable housing, yet there
are many empty buildings all over the city. We believe it’s

important to try to use these to create more affordable
housing. Existing housing is not always well maintained, a
better oversight of this is needed. This applies especially to

student housing.
• Investment in good-quality rented housing to reduce
energy use and bills
• Better enforcement of private housing in disrepair; tackling
empty homes
• Sell derelict homes for a nominal fee, providing a loan for
renovation
• Use powers to compulsory purchase derelict property if
necessary
• Build homes on brownfield sites where possible, protect
our greenbelt
• Work with neighbouring councils on developments near
the city’s boundaries that could put pressure on Derby’s
traffic/services

Environment
Recycling rates in Derby have dropped dramatically while flytipping increases. Derby is one of the most polluted places in

the region. The environment and air quality will be priorities
for us. We will take views of local residents into account on
all these issues.
• Improving air quality by considering it at every level of
decision-making
• Taking account of residents’ views on street trees
• Improve the plans for flood defences in Chester Green,
with more trees and natural defences
• Support a council-run electricity company saving costs for
people
• Work with Derbyshire County Council to generate more
renewable energy
• Bring back blue bins where they have been taken away and
make brown bins free again
• Stronger action against fly-tipping, stop doubling fees for
collection of bulk waste
• Action needed on microplastics to stop pollution

Sinfin incinerator plant
An incinerator plant is being built in Sinfin. We have always
opposed this, but as building work has already started it is

now important to work hard to limit effects on local people
and finances as much as we can.

• Reduce the pollution and improve safety by using better
structures
• Don’t organise school trips to the Sinfin incinerator plant,
the pollution may affect children
• Teach children about the health risks of pollution
• Don’t ignore recycling because of the incinerator
• Let Derbyshire County Council pay their fair share, they
carry 50% of the costs and produce 75% of the waste

Children and youth
Many youth services that have been doing great work have
been cut in the city. Schools are being forced to become

academies, which would take them out of local democratic
control while there is no evidence supporting that this would
be better. Students often don’t feel represented by local

politics.

We want to support teachers, parents, school

children and students of all age groups.

• Improve planning for children with special educational
needs
• Restore youth services, work with local partners to make it
possible
• Support a better deal for the teaching assistants
• Oppose the government’s academies plan which takes
schools out of local democratic control
• Work with local schools and parents to reduce the impact
of the government’s academy plans
• Re-instate school crossing patrols
• Listen to concerns of students living in Derby
• Work with students, university and residents for better
parking solutions around the university and better
alternative transport options, like cycling and public
transport

Services
Many services have been cut in Derby, including Moorways
Swimming Pool, the Citizens Advice Bureau and other

services. The Assembly Rooms have not been re-opened
after the fire, costing the council a lot of money in loss of
funding and costing the local economy money as events are

hosted elsewhere. Distribution of money across wards is not
being done fairly. All wards deserve support, including the
wards that don’t have any councillors of the current

administration elected.
• Work with local private sector partners to re-open
Moorways Swimming Pool to the public
• Support the Citizens Advice Bureau and its important work,
a service that shouldn’t be cut
• Re-instate services for LGBT+ people
• Re-furbish and reopen Assembly Rooms
• Work with residents to save local libraries
• Support all wards with funds according to their need,
regardless of political preferences
• Re-instate neighbourhood boards & forums for all wards

Finances
The government cuts are not insignificant and we would
support a cross-party initiative to challenge the government

for a fairer funding deal. However, the cuts are not as
devastating as suggested. The council shouldn't be blaming
everything on government. Derby City Council has to take its

own initiative as well!
• Save money by cutting number of councillors and their
allowances
• Vastly reduce money spent on consultants & agency staff
• Oppose unnecessary investments like the Alvaston artwork
& council house
• Review the pay of the council’s top executive staff
• Reduce the £ 2m budgeted underspend to invest in services
• Work better with Derbyshire County Council to save costs
by combining forces
• Review money spent on goods & services, a 1 % reduction
can save approx. £ 1 million which can be used to keep
more public services
• Support “a fair deal for Derby”, campaigning the
government for fairer funding with other parties, while
recognising the vast majority of funding is not affected by
cuts

Our candidates
We have 7 candidates standing in Derby, which is a great
improvement on the 3 candidates we had in 2015. In 2014
we had no candidates. We aim to stand candidates in all 17
wards in the near future. Our group of candidates is young,

enthusiastic and diverse.

Abbey: George Hind
Arboretum: Ian Sleeman
Boulton: Leon Nixon

Darley: Marten Kats
Mackworth: Kyle Bolderson
Normanton: Fred Gough
Sinfin: Kayleigh Skipper

Marten Kats
Marten Kats is the candidate in Darley. He is 35
years old, the chair of the Derbyshire Green Party
and lives in Darley Ward. He is also active in Derby
Stand Up To Racism & Derby People’s Diary.
Marten has a background in finance and wants to
use this on the council to work together in a
constructive manner to find solutions to the
problems faced by Derby City Council.
Photo: Marten canvassing with Natalie Bennett

Fred Gough

Fred Gough is the candidate in Normanton. He is
27 years old, Derby-born and a diligent and tireless
worker. His core beliefs are better care for mental
health issues, diversity and the environment.

George Hind
George Hind is the candidate in Abbey. She is an
18-year-old student studying at Derby College. She
recently got involved in politics; having co-founded
the Derby College Student Assembly and
supporting Derby Stand Up To Racism. She has a
personal interest in campaigning for free education
and ensuring everybody is represented.

Ian Sleeman
Ian Sleeman is the candidate in Arboretum. He is a
28-year-old Engineer who lives and works in Derby
City. He is a strong believer in listening and
collaborating to get the best results. Sustainability,
in terms of the Environment, Society and
Economically is a key topic for him.

Contacts
The Derby City Green Party group comes under the
Derbyshire Green Party. Feel free to contact us in case of any

questions or remarks.
Post – Derby City Greens, 11 Highfields Park Drive, Derby,
DE22 1BW
Email – marten.kats@greenparty.org.uk
Facebook – - like “Green Party in Derby City”
https://www.facebook.com/MartenKatsDarley/
@DerbyGreens / @MartenKats / @fjd_gough

If you wish to join The Green Party, please go to
http://join.greenparty.org.uk

