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UNITY IS STRENGTH 
 
Green Party members from across High Peak 
united with Labour Party members and others 
to walk together from Piccadilly Station to 
Oxford Road on Sunday 3rd October, where 
we joined the huge anti austerity march, 
which was organised by the TUC and 
supported by tens of thousands. Timed to 
'welcome' the Conservative Party, gathering 
for its annual conference, the march sent a 
powerful message to the party of government 
that there will be resistance to their 
programme of endless austerity, designed to 
make the majority pay for the crimes  of the 
bankers and the failings of the market, while 
the rich get richer than ever.  
 
The 'mini march' from High Peak  was also a 
promising sign, and hopefully the start of a 
united campaign against austerity in the 
borough, based on a recognition that people  
from different parties, and from none,  can 
work together when they share things in 
common. 
 
TIME TO ACT  
 
From November 30th  to December 11th 
governments will meet in Paris for a climate 
change conference. The aim is to reach a 
legally binding agreement to enable real 
progress towards resilient, low-carbon  

economies. It’s easy to be cynical about yet 

another talking shop, but the stakes are too 

high for that and it’s particularly worrying that  

government is not just dragging its feet, but 
actively attacking climate-friendly policies. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Climate change is already hitting the world’s 

poorest people hardest and it needs to be 
stopped.  We must act decisively now, to 
avoid greater suffering and conflict. 
 

It’s not all bad news. With determination and 

well thought-out policies, we can turn the 
climate crisis into an opportunity to create a 
fairer society and there are already some 
reasons for optimism. Communities 
threatened by fracking have not only come 
together to oppose the threat but in 
Boscombe in Sussex and Barton Moss in 
Salford have also decided to take the power 
into their own hands, setting up cooperatives 
to locally generate renewable energy. A 
future where vital resources and services are 
in our hands is possible. Join us! 
 
London 29th November: March for climate, 
justice and jobs see  
https://www.foe.co.uk/act/join-peoples-march-
climate-justice-jobs-29-nov 
 
Paris 11th-13th December: International 
actions for climate justice. For travel and 
accommodation see 
http://www.foe.co.uk/page/paris-climate-
change-talks-un-cop-21    
 

Say No to TTIP 
 

Think about it – an international agreement to 

undermine food safety, environmental 
protection, animal welfare, and public health; 
an agreement that governments can be sued 
in secret tribunals for enacting laws that are in 
the interest of their citizens but which could 
threaten corporate profits. Impossible? 

Unfortunately not.  What’s been discovered 

so far about the TransAtlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) exposes the 
proposed treaty between the European Union 
and the US as a threat to our society second 
only to climate change. Our government is 
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one of the strongest supporters of TTIP within 
the EU. 
 
The aim of TTIP is not to lower tariffs. Tariffs 
between the EU and US are already minimal. 

The stated aim of TTIP is the “harmonisation” 

of regulations. These regulations are the 
standards for food safety, animal welfare, and 
environmental protection that have helped 
make our country a safe and civilised society. 
These standards are generally much higher in 
the EU than in the US.  Of course, 
harmonization could mean improving 
standards in the US, but things seem to be 
moving in the opposite direction. If TTIP is 
agreed, we could see more toxic substances 

in food and other products – for instance the 

EU bans 1,200 substances from use in 
cosmetics, while the US bans 12! 
 
The US government is using TTIP to 

undermine the EU’s fuel quality directive to  

facilitate oil exports to Europe and allow the 
export of shale gas, which will also allow the 
US companies to challenge bans on fracking  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

in many European countries. This is despite 
the urgent need to phase out fossil fuel to 
prevent devastating climate change. 
 
Our government claims that the NHS will not 

be affected, but the EU’s draft offer explicitly 

includes hospital services.  What this means 
is that any public policy decisions on NHS 
contracts are open to challenge from US 
corporations, who will have the right to bid for 
them.  The head of the EU health systems 
unit has said that the EU should be under no 
illusion about the effect on its public health 
regimes from US demands. 
 
TTIP includes the Investor State dispute 
settlement (ISDS), which the US insists on in 
all its trade agreements. This alone is a threat 
to democracy, allowing corporations to sue 
governments in secret tribunals for policy 
decisions that adversely affect corporate 
profits.   
For more information see 
www.globaljustice.org.uk 
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