
Fracking

Fracking carries immense risks to the environment and in providing 
a short term fix to the energy situation will have a devastating effect 
on many peoples quality of life now and in the future.

Fracking is banned in many European countries but our government is 
actively encouraging it, and giving misleading information in support.

Fracking will not decrease fuel 
bills in this country – even 
George Osborne  has admitted 
this. The cost of extraction is 
likely to be much higher than 
in the US and we are part of 
a European energy network – 
the gas will simply go into the 
energy pool and be sold to the 
highest bidder.

Comparing production in this 
county to the US is wrong – we 
are a very much more densely populated country – it is inevitable 
that fracking will impact hugely on people both local to the sites and 
more also widely because of the volume of traffic which the process 
will entail. 

We must work together 
to Stop it before it Starts

This is the first edition of 
Hope Valley Greens 
quarterly newsletter.

We are actively campaigning in the whole of Derbyshire and always 
welcome new members and supporters.

If you want more information about us please 
email - highpeakgreens@hotmail.com
or contact  - Charlotte Farrell 07976 980 639

Please visit our website 

www.derbyshiregreenparty.org.uk 
and see our facebook page.
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For the Common Good

In Bamford the first community Pub in Derbyshire opened in October.

Throughout the country local pubs are closing and the impact of this is 
often greater in rural communities where there are less local facilities 
and people are more isolated. The Green Party recognises the need to 
enhance local communities and strengthen the economy of rural areas. 
Community enterprises like the Pub in Bamford show what is possible 
when people come together.

From the germ of an idea 2 years ago the pub is now providing a focus 
for the whole village, offering not just a pub, but a separate café and 
also the post office within its building. Without the pub it is likely the 
post office would have gone and villagers would have had to go to an-
other village for that service.

The amount of people who have invested financially and time wise in 
the project shows that people are concerned about things other than 
financial profit.

Planning Changes

The coalition government has recently “reformed” the planning pro-
cess by relaxing controls in favour of development regardless of the 
impact on the countryside – this will have a huge impact.

Their idea is to stimulate the economy – but at what cost?

Yet again they are putting short term gain in front of the long term 
position.

Derbyshire is an essentially rural county.  Whilst we are lucky enough 
to live in an area controlled by the Peak District National Park, other 
areas which are still integral to balance of the countryside are not 
and the changes will end up turning rural areas into townscapes – the 
effect will be felt in the Peak Park as more people are forced to come 
here looking for countryside.

The GP understands and supports the need for more affordable hous-
ing – but this must be done in a controlled manner. It is no use build-
ing affordable housing in areas where there are poor transport links 
and no employment!

Public Meeting about Fracking  
All welcome 

Thursday 3rd April 7.30pm at 
Hope Valley College

Speakers will include Katarina Boettge, the lead Green Party Euro 
election candidate for our region and Councillor Jillian Creasey 

from Sheffield.  

There will be an exhibition, a leaflet stall and plenty of time for 
questions and answers. 

We need to optimise Brown Field sites – not just because it makes 
sense environmentally but because those sites are more likely to have 
better access to transport and employment. However the pressure is to 
build on greenfield countryside sites because houses there can be sold 
at a premium and make more money for developers.


